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Abstract
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Depression was found in many disable patients. In general practice for diagnosis depression, the
medical workers observe facial expression or behavior change of the patient. But the definite diagnosis
must have psychiatrist evaluation using criteria for the Dianostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders (DSM~IV}. The Center for Epidemiologic Studies-Depression Scale (CES-D) is a test for
screening depression by anyone who are not psychologists or psychiatrists. Objective : To study the cut
off point score, sensitivity and specificity of CES-D for detection depression in Thai people. Subject:
30 normal psychiatric people (10M, 20 F) and 15 depressed patients {7M, 8F). Measures  All subjects
were evaluated by using (CES-D and DSM-1V within the same week. Statistical analysis ; Cronbach
method for reliability in this stest and two-by-two table for study cut off score, sensitivity and speci
ficity. Result : The cut off point score of CES-D in Thai people was more than or equal to 20 for
considered indicative for depression with 96.67% specificity and 86.6% sensitivity while the reliability
for this study was 0.9143.
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