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Communication Disorders in the Hemiplegic Patients at Sawang-
kanivat (Thai Red Cross Rehabilitation Center)

Kamontip Tossapornpong, MD,
Charranya Sukvanachaikul MD.
Yiamnopub Bunnag, MD.

Sawangkanivat (Thai red cross rehabilitation center)

Tossapornpong K, Sukvanachaikul C, Bunnag Y, ; Communicationdisorder in hemiplegic
patients at Sawangkanivat (Thai Red Cross Center) J. Thai Rehabil 1991; 1(2) :

Various types of communication disorders were investigated in 41 hemiplegic patients admitted at the
Thai Red Cross Rehabilitation Center (Sawangkanivat) during 1987-1989. Twenty three males and 18 females
with an average age of 52.8 years were evaluated by clinical examinations and standard tests for communication
disorders. Right-sided, lefi-sided and bilateral hemiplegies were found in 20, 18 and 3 patients, resepctively.
Most hemiplegics (92.7%) exhibited abnormality of the type pure dysarthria (53.7%), dysarthria and aphasia
{14.6%), aphasia and apraxia {14.6%), pure aphasia (7.3%) and voice disorder (2.4%). The relationship between
the types of communication disorder and hemiplegic side were also studied. It appeared that all who had apraxia
of speech were right-sided hemiplegics. This study indicates that communication disorders are very common
in hemiplegics and such evaluations are essential in all cases.
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Table 1. Age, Sex and Hemiplegic Side.
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Table 2. Type of Communication Disorder.

Year
Communication Total (%)
Disorder 1987 (%) 1988 (%)
N =19 N =22 N =41
Dysarthria §(42.11) 14 (63.64) 22 (53.66)
Aphasia 1{ 5.26) 2(9.09 3( 1.32)
Dysarthria with Aphasia 4 (21.05) 2( 909 6 (14.63)
Aphasia.with Apraxia 5 (26.32) 1¢ 455 6 (14.63)
Voice disorder 0 ( 0.00) 1{ 4.55) 1( 2.44
No problem 1( 5.26) 2 (909 3(7.32)
Table 3. Type of communication disorder and hemiplegic side.
Side
Communijcation
Disorders Right (%) Left (%) Bilat (%)
N =20 N=18 N=3
Dysarthria 8 (40.00) 13 (72.22) 1 (33.33)
Aphasia 2 (10.00) 0 ( 0.00) 1 (33.33)
Dysarthria with Aphasia 4 (20.00) 2(1L1D 0 { 0.00)
Aphasia with Apraxia 5 (30.00) 0 ( 0.00) 0 ( 0.00)
Voeice disorder 0 ( 0.00) 1{ 5.55) 0 ( 0.00)
No problem 0 ( 0.00) 2 (1111 1(33.33)
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Table 4. Aphasia and Hemiplegic side.

Communication Side

Disorders Right | Left | Bilat
Aphasia 2 0 1
Dysarthria with Aphasia 4 2 0
Aphasia with Apraxia 6 0 0
Total (%) [N = 15 12 (75) 2 (13.3%) 1 (6.67)
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