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Abstract
Background : Trends of medical education is mainly focusing on learner-centered and outcome-based curriculum.
The medical curriculum of Naresuan University will change from a discipline-based to an integrated outcome-
based approach in 2006. So, crucial information from practice assessment among medical graduates are needed
for improving future Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (PM&R) curriculum development.
Objective : To assess PM&R practice among graduates and provide data for new curriculum development.
Design : Cross-sectional study
Setting : Buddhachinaraj Hospital School of Medicine, Phitsanulok
Subject : Graduates of Buddhachinaraj Hospital during 2002-2004
Method : A self - administrative mailed questionnaire survey was done to 155 medical graduates from Naresuan
University in 2002-2004 during February and March 2006. Descriptive statistic was used.
Result : 57.85 per cent of mailing questionnaires were received and analyzed. Most of graduates (80.9%)
practiced in the rural hospitals. The common PM&R procedures used during practice were handicapped
certification, therapeutic exercises and bed positioning. The common group of patient they cared were
cerebrovascular diseases, pain of musculoskeletal and fracture of extremities. Half of them preferred a 4-week
course than a 2-week course and still teaching during the fifth year.
Conclusion : Longer and practice-based curriculum in PM&R teaching should be developed and integrated with
other disciplines

Key words : curriculum, Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, training needs
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